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Substituted & Adopted 3/12/13


Introduced by Council President Bishop and Council Members Anderson, Boyer, Brown, Carter, Clark, Crescimbeni, Daniels, Gaffney, Gulliford, Holt, Jones, Joost, Lee, Love, Lumb, Redman, Schellenberg, & Yarborough and substituted on the floor of Council:
RESOLUTION 2013-178-A
A RESOLUTION REQUESTING AND URGING THE FLORIDA LEGISLATURE AND GOVERNOR RICK SCOTT TO APPROVE HOUSE BILL 721 AND SENATE BILL 922 AUTHORIZING A $2 MILLION SALES TAX REBATE ARISING FROM THE OPERATION OF THE JACKSONVILLE MUNICIPAL STADIUM TO STIMULATE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT FOR NORTHEAST FLORIDA AND ALLOWING A RETURN ON INVESTMENT TO THE TAXPAYERS OF NORTHEAST FLORIDA; Requesting emergency passage; DIRECTING THE COUNCIL LEGISLATIVE SERVICES DIVISION TO PROVIDE A COPY OF THIS RESOLUTION TO THE GOVERNOR OF FLORIDA, PRESIDENT OF THE FLORIDA SENATE, SPEAKER OF THE FLORIDA HOUSE AND MEMBERS OF THE duval LEGISLATIVE DELEGATION; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.



WHEREAS, the City of Jacksonville owns, operates and maintains a municipal stadium currently known as EverBank Field; and



WHEREAS, the primary tenant of EverBank Field is the Jacksonville Jaguars of the National Football League; and


WHEREAS, EverBank Field is currently the home of the annual football game between the University of Florida and the University of Georgia as well as the Gator Bowl Game; and



WHEREAS, the operation of EverBank Field by the City of Jacksonville results in tens of millions of dollars into the economy of Northeast Florida, due to events at EverBank Field, including football games, concerts, truck shows, international soccer matches and other non-football professional and college sporting events; and



WHEREAS, the City of Jacksonville operation of EverBank Field results in nearly $4.5 million a year in Florida sales tax generation, the vast majority of which comes from Jacksonville Jaguars events; and



WHEREAS, the City of Jacksonville, as the owner of EverBank Field, has committed over $5 million a year in “bed tax” dollars in addition to general fund maintenance dollars to provide capital improvements at EverBank Field to allow for continued economic development and return on investment to taxpayers; and 



WHEREAS, the Jacksonville Jaguars will commit millions of dollars to allow for capital improvements to work along with City of Jacksonville and State of Florida investments allowing continued economic development and return on investment from operation of EverBank Field; and



WHEREAS, House Bill 721 and Senate Bill 922 have the unanimous support of the Northeast Florida legislative delegation; and



WHEREAS, the Jacksonville Jaguars have an existing long-term lease with the City of Jacksonville for use of EverBank Field and commitment to Northeast Florida; and



WHEREAS, the City of Jacksonville wishes to continue the policy decisions reached in 1995 along with the State of Florida to provide for operation of EverBank Field as a municipal stadium through the commitment of general fund dollars, bed tax dollars, sales tax rebates and lease payments, so that the City of Jacksonville and the State of Florida can obtain benefits and a return on investment from the operation of events at EverBank Field; and



WHEREAS, the capital improvements to EverBank Field identified by an HOK study will be required to allow the City of Jacksonville to continue economic development and  a return on investment through the operation of EverBank Field; and



WHEREAS, without the capital improvements made by the matched contributions of the City of Jacksonville, the State of Florida and the primary tenant, the continued production of the sales tax at Ever Bank Field will cease; now, therefore, 



BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.


City Support.  The City of Jacksonville hereby urges the Florida legislature and Governor Rick Scott to approve House Bill 721 and Senate Bill 922 and allow for an additional $2 million sales tax rebate from the sales tax produced by the operation of the City of Jacksonville of EverBank Field.

Section 2. 

Requesting Emergency Passage, Pursuant to Council Rules 4.901 Emergency. Emergency passage of this resolution is requested, because the Florida legislature is in session and it is anticipated this legislation will be taken up in committees the week of March 18, 2013.

Section 3.


Direction to Circulate. The City Council Legislative Services Division is hereby directed to provide a copy of this resolution to the Governor of Florida, President of the Florida Senate, Speaker of the Florida House and members of the Duval Legislative Delegation.



Section 4. 
Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:
  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman  
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Margaret M. Sidman
G:\SHARED\LEGIS.CC\2013\Sub\2013-178-A.doc 

1
- 1 -


